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SECTION 1 OF 2 BUENOS AIRES 8734 

LIMA: PLEASE PASS TO DEP ASST SECT EATON 

E.O. 12065 XDS-1 10-23-79 (CASTRO, RAUL H) OR-M 
TAGS AR, SHUM, CU 

SUBJECT DISCUSSION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
WITH GEN VIOLA 
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REF: BA 8688 

1. ^ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. AT EMBASSY'S REQUEST, AMB CASTRO AND DEPT ASST SECT 

EATON MET WITH JUNTA PRESIDENT VIOLA IN HIS OFFICE LAST FRIDAY 
(OCT 19) . EVEN THOUGH LOOKING TIRED, VIOLA EXUDED SINCERITY 
AND FRIENDLINESS THROUGHOUT THE INTERVIEW. TOPICS DISCUSSED 
WITH VIOLA FOLLOW: 

3. JAIME LOKMAN AND- HORACIO OSCAR SARAGOVI : AFTER TRADITIONAL 
AMENITIES, AMBASSADOR REACHED INTO HIS POCKET AND HANDED 
GENERAL VIOLA A CARD -WITH TWO NAMES, JAIME LOKMAN AND HORACIO 
OSCAR SARAGOVI. VIOLA GAVE A CHUCKLE AND TOLD THE AMBASSADOR 
THIS TIME JACOBO TIMERMAN COULDN'T BE ON TOP OF THE LIST. THE 
GENERAL EXPLAINED EVERY TIME HE MET THE AMBASSADOR THE FIRST 
TOPIC WAS ALWAYS TIMERMAN. GRINNING, HE SAID "I KNOW THIS TIME 
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IT CAN'T BE TIMERMAN." VIOLA SAID HE HAD FORGOTTEN THE 
FACTS ON THE CASE BUT WOULD PURSUE IT. JAIME LOKMAN WAS 
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MENTIONED AND VIOLA STATED HE WAS FAMILIAR WITH THIS CASE 
AND BY POINTING AT THE NAME ON THE CARD INDICATED LOKMAN 
WOULD BE FREED BUT THIS WAS NOT THE MOMENT . _ COMMENT: IT 
WAS OBVIOUS VIOLA WAS REFERRING TO TIMERMAN' S LIBERATION, 

WHICH PRECIPITATED SERIOUS DISSENSION WITHIN MILITARY ANKS . 

HE WAS SUGGESTING BETTER TIMING SO AS TO PERMIT MILITARY' 

MALCONTENTS TO SETTLE DOWN. END COMMENT. 

4. CUBAN-SOVIET RELATIONSHIP: DUE TO THE SERIOUSNESS AND 
URGENCY GIVEN CUBAN- SOVIET RELATIONS BY THE DEPT, THIS TOPIC 
WAS DISCUSSED BY THE AMBASSADOR WITH VIOLA AND REPORTED 
SEPARATELY IN BA 8688. 

5. IAHRC AND GOA: DEPT ASST SECT EATON MENTIONED HE HAD 
BEEN IN BUENOS AIRES A SHORT TIME BUT HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
CONFER WITH POLITICIANS, DIPLOMATS, MEMBERS OF THE FONOFF, 

LABOR LEADERS, MILITARY OFFICERS AND THE AVERAGE MAN ON THE ; 

STREET . EATON EXPLAINED HIS REGRET OVER NOT BEING ABLE TO 
ALLOT MORE TIME TO THESE KEY PEOPLE AS HE STILL HAD SOME 
UNANSWERED QUESTIONS. AT THIS POINT, BIOLA BROKE IN AND TOLD 
EATON IF HE HAD SOME "INQUIETUDES" HE WOULD BE GLAD TO 
ATTEMPT TO GIVE HIM WHATEVER INFORMATION HE NEEDED. EATON 
EXPLAINED HE UNDERSTOOD WHAT HAD HAPPENED IN THE. PAST (DIRTY 
WAR) BUT WAS ANXIOUS TO GET A READING ON THE PRESENT AND 
FUTURE OF ARGENTINA. EATON MENTIONED THE VISIT OF IAHRC WAS 
POSITIVE GESTURE, BUT UNQUESTIONABLY THE -COMMISSION HAD 
PROBABLY MADE SOME PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS. INQUIRY WAS 
MADE OF GOA'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS THESE RECOMMENDATIONS. VIOLA 
STATED HE THOUGHT THERE WERE ABOUT 8 RECOMMENDATIONS "IN TOTO" , 

BUT ONLY RECALLED A FEW. AMONG THEM WERE: A. GENERAL IMPROVE- 
MENT OF PRISON CONDITIONS, WHICH OFFERED NO PROBLEM. B. MANDA- 
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TORY REQUIREMENT FOR CIVILIAN LEGAL COUNSEL IN ALL MILITARY 
IOURT PROCEEDINGS . VIOLA DISAGREED WITH THIS SUGGESTION ON THE 
3 AS IS MILITARY CODES ALL OVER THE WORLD MANDATED MILITARY LEGAL 
COUNSEL ; HE STATED HISTORICALLY AND TRADITIONALLY THIS WAS THE 
CASE ANT. ARGENTINA WAS NOT THE INVENTOR OF THIS PROCEDURE . L - 
RELEASE OF PRISONERS NOT CHARGED WITH CRIME. INCLUDING THOSE 
SERVING UNDER PEN > HE EMPHASIZED THIS WAS HAPPENING AND THAT 
SHE RELUCT 1 IN ~F -INMATES - HAD* BEEN SUBSTANTIAL- RELEASES WOULD 

-lP'PSAREI SO OHS O F H IS HEAD 010 THIS OWE .-Air SCACEI ST VAST 1 ' 
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SOMETIMES CARRIED AS MANY AS 8 IDENTIFICATION CARDS. IT WAS 
ALMOST AN INSURMOUNTABLE TASK OF IDENTIFICATION. FINALLY, IN 
ANSWER TO THE QUESTION BEFORE HIM, VIOLA STATED CLEARLY IT WAS 
GOA'S INTENT TO FULLY SATISFY IAHRC'S RECOMMENDATION IN THE 
FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS -ALTHOUGH SOME WERE EASIER THAN OTHERS. 

OF COURSE, IT WAS MADE CLEAR THAT ACCOUNTING FOR THE DISAPPEARED 
WAS NOT ONE OF THOSE RECOMMENDATIONS GOA COULD RESOLVE SATIS- 
FACTORILY . 

6. GOA'S GENERAL ATTITUDE ON HUMAN RIGHTS: VIOLA WENT INTO 
A DISSERTATION ON HOW ARGENTINA HAS ALWAYS BEEN AN ADVOCATE 
OF INDIVIDUAL GUARANTEES AND RULE OF LAW. HE STATED ARGENTINA 
HAS IN THE PAST BEEN WELL-KNOWN FOR ITS DEMOCRATIC TRADITIONS. 

HE EXPLAINED DUE TO TERRORIST ACTIVITIES THE TRADITIONAL 
DEMOCRATIC FORMAT WAS UPSET AND UNBALANCED. HE EXPLAINED 
IT WAS A QUESTION OF SURVIVAL. HE MADE THE POINT OF EXPLAINING 
HE WAS NOT ONE OF THOSE "MACHO" FIGURES WHO TOOK THE VIEW OF r 
"HELL WITH WHAT THE WORLD THINKS. THIS IS OUR COUNTRY AND WE 
SHALL RUN IT AS WE SEE FIT." VIOLA STRESSED HE (GOA) WAS 
VERY MUCH CONCERNED WITH THEIR WORLD MAGE. HE CONTINUED 
STATING ARGENTINA WAS NOT AN ISOLATED COUNTRY AND IT HAD TO 
COEXIST WITH THE WORLD. THEREFORE, ARGENTINA MORE THAN ANYONE 
ELSE WANTED TO PUT ITS RIGHT ROOT FORWARD AND LIVE UP TO 
CIVILIZED AND ACCEPTED STANDARDS. IT WAS MADE CLEAR TO VIOLA 
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THAT IMPROVEMENT IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS WOULD BRING 
ABOUT IMPROVEMENT IN RELATIONS BETWEEN USG AND GOA. 

VIOLA REPEATED PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE -PERHAPS NOT AS RAPID 
A PACE AS ALL OF US WANT-BUT THESE IMPROVEMENTS COULD 
CONTINUE . 

7. RETURN TO DEMOCRACY : WITHOUT ANY PROMPTING, VIOLA COVERED- 
THE FIELD OF REUTNR TO DEMOCRACY IN THE FOLLOWING FASHION: 

HE EXPLAINED THAT BY THE END OF THE YEAR OR EARLY NEXT YEAR 
A POLITICAL DOCUMENT WOULD BE RELEASED OUTLINING IN DIFFERENT 
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PHASES GOA'S RETURN TO DEMOCRACY. HE EXPLAINED THE NUMBER 
OF POLITICAL PARTIES WOULD BE LIMITED. HE HOPED THREE OR 
FOUR OF THE MAJOR PARTIES WOULD BECOME COMPETITIVE. HE 
OUTLINED THE INEPTNESS AND WEAKNESS OF HAVING 30 OR 40 
PARTIES, WHEREIN EACH PARTY ONLY REPRESENTED A LIMITED 
DUMBER OF PEOPLE. IT WAS JUST A CASE OF A POLITICALLY 
AMBITIOUS PERSON CHOOSING AN APPEALING NAME FOR A POLITICAL 
PARTY -EVEN THOUGH THE FOLLOWERS WERE FEW -AS A MEANS OF 
ESTABLISHING HIMSELF AS A POLITICAL LEADER. IT WAS GOA'S 
INTENT TO REQUIRE A LARGE NUMBER OF LEGITIMATE REGISTRANTS 
PER PARTY AND IN THIS FASHION NARROW THE NUMBER OF PARTIES 
TO A FEW. REASONABLE POLITICAL ACTIVITY WOULD BE PERMITTED. 
71 OLA STATED DEMOCRACY-A LA AMERICANA- CAN ONLY SURVIVE 
tfTTU FULL PARTICIPATION BY POLITICAL PARTIES. VIOLA'S 
PEELING WAS THAT POLITICAL PARTIES COULD RETURN TO FULL 
ACTIVITY BY MID- 198 0 . 


3. RETURN TO ECONOMIC DEMOCRACY: ON BEING ASKED BY EATON 
IIS VIEWS ON THE CURRENT ECONOMIC SITUATION, VIOLA WAS QUITE 
FIRM IN STATING THE MILITARY WANTED CONTINUITY IN THEIR 
ECONOMIC PROGRAM. HE STATED SPECIFICS MIGHT CHANGE BUT NOT 
[HEIR GOALS. IT WAS- APPARENT VIOLA WAS SUPPORTIVE OF AN 
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)PEN, FREE -MARKET ECONOMMY. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH HE DIDN'T SAY 
IT, IT -WAS APPARENT HE WAS NOT PRECLUDING NEW FACES IN 
GOVERNMENT (ECONOMIC MINISTER) BUT HE WAS CLEAR IN STATING 
URRENT ECONOMIC PHILOSOPHY WAS NOT DEBATABLE, EXCEPTING 
? OR MINOR CHANGES. 

> . LABOR STRIFE: AMBASSADOR ASKED FOR VIOLA'S ASSESSMENT 
>N CURRENT LABOR PROBLEMS. VIOLA WAS SUCCINCT IN STATING 
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THERE WERE CURRENT LABOR PROBLEMS AND MORE IN STORE FOR 
THEFUTURE BUT THESE WEREN'T HIS MAJOR WORRIES. HE EXPLAINED 
HE WAS DEEPLY CONCERNED WITH PRESSURES BEING EXERTED BY 
MANAGEMENT (BUSINESS GROUPS) . HE FOUND BUSINESS MORE 
INFLEXIBLE . 

10. VIOLA'S DEPARTURE: ON ASKED BY THE AMBASSADOR IF HE STILL 
INTENDED TO RETIRE AT THE END OF THE YEAR, VIOLA REPLIED IN 
THE AFFIRMATIVE. HE DID INSET AN ESCAPE CLAUSE -DEPENDING 
ON CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES. COMMENT: VIOLA ALWAYS LEAVES A 
LOOPHOLE FOR HIS PENDING RETIREMENT, IT BEING CONTINGENT ON 
PREVAILING CIRCUMSTANCES AT THE TIME. END OF COMMENT. 

1. COMMENT: IMPRESSION GATHERED BY BOTH DEPT ASST SECT EATON 
AND AMB CASTRO WAS THAT VIOLA WAS SINCERE AND CANDID IN HIS 
INTERVIEW. VIOLA CERTAINLY EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR THE USG 
AND GOA TO WORK IN A COOPERATIVE SPIRIT IN ORDER TO BRING 
ABOUT THE FULFILLMENT OF COMMON GOALS AND OBJECTIVES. HE 
ALSO WAS EMPHATIC THAT GOA WANTS TO WORK CLOSELY WITH USG, 
tfHICH, UNQUESTIONABLY, IS THE LEADER OF THE DEMOCRATIC WORLD - 
tfITH ARGENTINA BEING WITHIN ITS SPHERE OF INFLUENCE. AS THE 
HUMORS ARE EVALUATED AND ANALYZED, IT SEEMS THIS WEEK THE 
STOD GOES TO GENERAL GAL I TER I , COMMANDER OF THE FIRST CORPS, 

TO REPLEACE VIOLA AS ARMY COMMANDER. 

CASTRO 
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